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Hot Zone



Blend of Art & Technology



Inspire



Ask Questions



Hot Zone - 6 Main Experiences

• Main Screen
• Headlines
• Hot Spots
• Science Notes• Science Notes
• Questions of the Day
• Discussion Forums



Main Screen



Headlines



Science Now (Hot Spot)



Science Briefs



Question of the Day



Discussion Forum



Challenges and Questions

• What is Current Science?
• How do determine what is important to the 

visitors?  How do you sift through all the 
information out there? information out there? 

• How do we communicate it?
• What is our role?
• Future?



What is “current” science?

OSC has defined current science as:
• Someone is doing research right now, or has 

made a discovery recently. 
• Research published within the last year or • Research published within the last year or 

presented at a conference within last year.                              
• Topic has recently received mass media 

attention. 



What is important to the visitor?

• Challenge to look for current science and 
determine what is important to our visitors.  

• 100’s of headlines a day but how do you 
determine what is important and is worth sharing determine what is important and is worth sharing 
with our visitors? 

• Is the end result the most important thing (i.e. a 
discovery)?



How do we communicate?

• Things that are really neat are sometimes 
difficult to communicate in a headline so we 
must think of presenting it in a different way (i.e. 
Hotspot story or a Question of the Day or Blogs)



What is our role?

• If something is in media that morning should it 
be one of our current news stories?  If we don’t 
will visitors wonder why we are not talking about 
it? 

• Sometimes process more important than actual 
discovery and would be of great interest to 
visitors

• Should we focus on this and if so how do you 
make it interesting and engaging to the public?



Future?

• Should we become brokers of knowledge rather 
than sources of content and authority

• What are the means of inspiring and engaging 
the public about science in this highly interactive the public about science in this highly interactive 
world (Web 2.0)?

• Are there new skills that we need to fulfil this 
new role?
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